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tional Law, but its collaborator. It will assist in preparing and facilitating the tasks 
of both the world conferences and the Pan American conferences. Its establishment 
is timely, for it meets a real necessity. This the European publicists well understood, 
since their authoritative word has sustained our efforts from the beginning. We 
include them all in the same grateful thought, because of the kindly interest which 
they have shown in our work. 

Our gratitude must also go forth to our colleagues in America, the members of the 
Third Commission of the Conference of Rio de Janeiro, who deigned to honor us with 
a vote of approval by acclamation. 

Finally, Mr. Elihu Root is specially entitled to our profound gratitude. As states- 
man and publicist, having ever at heart the promotion of peace and harmony among 
the states of the New World, the eminent jurisconsult has not hesitated to attach 
himself to our cause. He heartily commended our idea, he gave his support without 
reserve to our project; he has given us the most striking proof of his sympathy by 
accepting the honorary presidency of the American Institute of International Law. 
The authority of his name is for us the surest guarantee of success. 

We have the honor to hand you herewith the constitution and by-laws of the new 
Institute, which have been approved by the great majority of the members. Such 
modifications as are deemed necessary will be made at a meeting which we hope will 
soon take place. 

In conformity with the authority which the charter members have given us by 
approving the constitution, the following temporary organization has this day been 
effected: 

Honorary President: Mr. ELIHU ROOT 
President: Mr. JAMEs BROWN SCOTT 
Secretary General: Mr. ALEJANDRO ALVAREZ 
Treasurer: Mr. Luis ANDERSON. 

We are, etc., 
JAMES BROWN ScoTr. 
ALEJANDRO ALVAREZ. 

THE THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT SOCIETY 

The American Society for Judicial Settlement of International Dis- 
putes held its third annual meeting at Washington, December 20-21, 
1912, under the presidency of His Excellency Simeon E. Baldwin, Gov- 
ernor of Connecticut. The society was founded in 1910, for the purpose 
of forwarding the establishment of a truly permanent international 
court.' 

The first annual meeting was devoted to a discussion of the impor- 
tance of judicial settlement of international disputes, the various ways in 

1 For a statement of the aims and purposes of the society, see editorial comment in 
this JOIURNAL for January, 1911, Vol. V, p. 193. 
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which a truly permanent court for the trial of such disputes might be 
created and installed at The Hague, and the services which the successful 
operation of such a court would render to nations in controversy over 
questions of a legal nature. At the second annual meeting, held at 
Cincinnati, November 7-8, 1911, the proposed treaties of arbitration 
between Great Britain and France, on the one hand, and the United 
States, on the other, were examined. The present meeting, the third in 
the series, devoted itself to the question of the law to be administered 
by such a tribunal. 

At the Friday evening session Governor Baldwin spoke on "The 
International Court, a Natural Incident of the Evolution of the Modern 
World"; the Attorney General of the United States on the "Supreme 
Court of the United States a Prototype of a Court of Nations"; Mr. 
Everett P. Wheeler, of the New York bar, on " The Right to Arbitration 
under the Hague Convention'"; Mr. Thomas Willing Balch, of the Phila- 
delphia bar, on " The Advance of International Peace through Legal and 
Judicial Means"; Mr. Joseph E. Davies of the Madison (Wis.) bar, on 
"The American Judiciary and a World-Wide Reign of Law." At the 
Saturday morning session Professor Henry Wade Rogers, Dean of the 
Yale Law School, spoke on "The Essentials of Law to be Applied by an 
International Court"; Mr. Thomas Raeburn White, of the Philadelphia 
bar, on "The Immediate Establishment of an International Court of 
Arbitral Justice"; Mr. William Cullen Dennis, of the Washington bar, 
on "The Necessity for an International Code of Arbitral Procedure"; 
Professor Paul S. Reinsch, of the University of Wisconsin, on "The 
Idea of Responsibility for Wrongs as Applied in International Law." 
At the Saturday afternoon session Mr. William B. Hornblower, of the 
New York bar, discussed "How far are wars preventable by Judicial 
Arbitration?" Mr. Robert Lansing, of the Watertown (N. Y.) bar, 
" The Relation of International Law to Fundamental Rights "; Professor 
A. L. P. Dennis, of the University of Wisconsin, "The Change in the 
Nature of International Controversies"; and Mr. Omar F. Hershey, of 
the Baltimore bar, "The Line of Least Resistance in the Establishment 
of International Tribunals." 

The proceedings ended with a banquet at the New Willard on Satur- 
day evening, which the President of the United States had hoped to 
attend in person. His absence at Panama prevented this, but he showed 
his deep interest in the society and its aims and purposes by the following 
letter: 
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I am very sorry I cannot be present at the dinner of the Judicial Settlement Society 
on Saturday evening of this week. While I favored strongly the general arbitration 
treaties with Great Britain and France which were submitted by me to the Senate, 
my whole ideal is that of an arbitral court for the settlement of internationaI con- 
troversies, and I favored the general arbitration treaties as a long step toward an 
arbitral court whose jurisdiction should be increased ultimately to include all possible 
disputes of an international character. Such a court is the natural outgrowth of 
treaties of general arbitration between all the nations of the world, and it represents 
the ultimate goal toward which we should be tending. With the hope that the meet- 
ing this year may be as successful as in the past, and may give an additional impetus 
to the cause, believe me, 

Sincerely yours, 
WM. H. TAFT. 

The society has chosen to limit itself to a small portion of a large field, 
but in doing so it brings together distinguished lawyers and judges who 
see in the judicial settlement of international disputes the hope of inter- 
national peace. The proceedings of the first annual meeting have, it is 
believed, crystalized sentiment in favor of a permanent international 
court and, printed in an attractive volume, they have been widely read 
not only at home but abroad, and have been much quoted by foreign 
publicists. The present addresses and discussions will, when published, 
be a further and not less valuable contribution to the general subject, 
for to operate successfully a court must have law, and the essentials of 
this law must be known and understood in advance. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year are the Hon. Joseph H. 
Choate of New York, President; Dr. Charles W. Eliot of Cambridge, 
Mass., Vice President; Mr. James Brown Scott of Washington, D. C., 
Secretary; Mr. J. G. Schmidlapp of Cincinnati, Ohio, Treasurer. 

SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNA- 
TIONAL LAW 

The Seventh Annual Meeting of the American Society of International 
Law will be held, as usual, at Washington during the last week of April 
(April 24-26, 1913) ending with the customary dinner on the evening of 
the 26th. The Program Committee has decided to devote the sessions 
to two subjects: (1) The international use of straits and canals; (2) con- 
sideration and discussion of the report of the Committee on Codification. 
The latter subject has occupied the attention of the Society for the past 
three years, and it is believed that the committee will be in a position 
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